Welcome to Mrs. Taylor’s class!

My name is Mrs. Taylor, and I will be your Language Arts and Social Studies teacher this year. For fifth graders, I will also be your Religion teacher. 

I have a lot of interesting activities planned for you. This year, we will be using the 2Know! Response System, which is a unique way for students to answer questions and share ideas. It’s like a combination of a quiz show and text messaging! We will continue to improve our writing skills with writing workshops. Fourth graders will be using the Writing Roadmap program this year, and fifth graders will be assigned Simple Solutions homework on a nightly basis to improve their grammar skills.  Fifth graders will also be discovering new information as we learn the basic components of writing research papers. Additionally, students in the fifth grade are welcome to join our school newspaper staff, which will be meeting on the first and fourth Monday of each month during lunchtime. 

Students in fourth and fifth grade will both be introduced to the independent reading program, which enables students to choose the books which most interest them. This encourages children to explore literature and typically inspires an enjoyment of reading in even the most reluctant of readers. Be sure to check my webpage for details. 

As a reminder, students in Grade 5 must write in ink and use cursive for any assignments they will be handing in. Students in Grade 4 may print until mid-year. We will be practicing handwriting. Typing out assignments is fine, too. Students may always print neatly in their own notebooks. 

To ensure our students receive the orderly school environment they deserve, we have the following rules:

1. Respect yourself and others.
2. Raise hand and wait for speaking permission.
3. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.
4. Follow directions the first time.
5. Stay in seat unless permitted to get up.


Mrs. Sikora and I have a card system to help students monitor their behavior.
The first time a rule is broken, a green card is pulled to indicate a warning.
The second time a rule is broken, a yellow card is pulled and a
student must fill out a behavior report.
The third time a rule is broken, the teacher will either call or email home.
The fourth time a rule is broken, the student will receive a detention.

The cards are reset the next day.

In terms of grading, the following values are used:

Homework: 10%
Tests: 25%
Quizzes: 20%
Projects: 20%
Classwork: 15%
Participation: 10%

We will be focusing on the theme of Creation this month, and will be doing activities in Language Arts to explore this theme and its role in our lives. In Social Studies, we will begin the year exploring what it means to be an American, and what makes our country great. 

Please feel free to contact me with any comments or questions at: fifth@mtregional.com.

I look forward to having an exciting year full of dedicated hard work, discovery, and creativity with all of you!
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