Dear Parents / Guardians,
It's time to start thinking ahead about this year's science fair. This year we will only be having one science fair. This science fair will be on Wednesday, February 15, 2012. This year, students may work in groups of no more than 3 students per group. Students may also work alone or in pairs. It is mandatory that all students submit the members of their group to me no later than Friday, December 16th. By January 16th, students / groups must submit to me their experiment topic and outline of their science project. The science fair is mandatory for students in grades 6-8, and optional for students in grade 4-5. Student's must conduct an experiment and present their observations. It is important that your topic be one that you are interested in and can experiment with yourself. The topic must not be too general. Here are examples of good and bad topics. A good topic could be, “which brand of popcorn pops the most kernels?” This is a good topic because you can find the answer by doing experiments. A bad topic would be, “bridges.” This topic is too general, or big. You could not do a good job studying a topic that is too big. Choose a smaller, or more specific topic, such as, “which bridge designs can support the most weight?”
A report should be included. Your report is time to share what you have learned from your scientific investigation. You should have a title page stating the title of your project, your name, school, and grade. Inside your paper you should include the purpose of your experiment. This section should be short and brief. Following your purpose you should list any resources you used to gather your information, i.e. magazines, newspaper, books, journals, internet, interviews, etc. Next, you should state your hypothesis; what do you think the outcome of your experiment will be and explain why. You also need to explain your procedure steps in your experiment. What did you do when conducting this experiment? This section should also include a list of any materials that you used during your experiment. Then, step by step explain what you did in your experiment. After your procedure steps, you need to analyze the outcome of your experiment. Pictures, drawings, graphs, timelines, and/or tables may make the explanation more clear and should be included in this part. Then, you will record your results. Finally, you will write your conclusion. This is an explanation of what you learned from the results of your experiment.  Was your hypothesis correct?  Explain why or why not as part of your conclusion. 
You must display your work on a three-sided display or tri-fold bulletin board. The center of the board should display the title of your project. The other spaces on the display should include your hypothesis, procedure, results in the form of charts and / or graphs, and your conclusion. Make your bulletin board appealing! This is your time to shine and show off your hard work. 
All written information must be typed in Microsoft word, in Times New Roman, 12 point font, and with 1 inch margins. If you wish to include pictures, please put them on a separate page and not in the actual written part of your report.
This project will be done individually, no group projects. Each child will be assessed by their science teacher and given a lab grade according to their teacher’s grading rubric. This project will be due no later than Monday, February 13th. All parents and family members are invited to come and view all of the projects created from 6-8 pm on Wednesday the 15th . Projects will be judged and awarded prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. If you have any questions please contact me at Science@mtregional.com 


Thank You,
Mrs. Baeder
