“As for you, Gilgamesh, fill your belly with good things; day and night, night and day, dance and be merry, feast and rejoice. Let your clothes be fresh, bathe yourself in water, cherish the little child that holds your hand, and make your wife happy with your embrace; for this too is the lot of man.”- Siduri, the young woman/maker of wine from “The Epic of Gilgamesh.”
Your assignment is to write a short essay response to this quote, and answer the following questions:
1- What do you think Siduri meant by the passage above?
2- What, according to this reading from “The Epic of Gilgamesh,” is the meaning of life for the Ancient Mesopotamians?
3- What do YOU think about what Siduri said- is she right about what the meaning of life is? Why, or why not?

Your responses should include- 3 paragraphs with an opening/closing, answer each of the 3 questions with at least 2-3 sentences per question. Remember to indent each paragraph please . This is not to be written in bullet form, rather it is one continuous piece of writing, please see the following outline for better understanding:

	“The Epic of Gilgamesh” has many lessons about life in it. In one part of the story, the main character, Gilgamesh, meet one of the gods while looking for the meaning of life. The goddess, Siduri, tells Gilgamesh that he should, “(hint to students: you can list one of the things Siduri tells Gilgamesh here in quotes).” I believe that (answer question 1 in 2-3 sentences before ending the paragraph…)
	According to this reading from “The Epic of Gilgamesh,” Siduri thinks that the meaning of life is…(answer question 2 in 2-3 sentences here). I believe that (answer question 3 in at least 3 sentences. Make sure to list whether you agree or disagree, why you think that. And if you disagree, what do you think we are here to do?)
	The story of Gilgamesh the king tells us a lot about ancient history. From the book we learned (list what you learned from the readings we have done…). Gilgamesh learned that the meaning of life, according to Siduri is…

Remember students- this is just an outline, something to help guide your writing to put it in a proper format. It may seem like this is a lot of writing, but it should not take up your entire evening. Please come in prepared to discuss what you think tomorrow -Mr. McGoldrick


